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PBS LearningMedia (www.pbslearningmedia.org), a partnership between PBS

and GBH, is a transformative digital media platform, offering PreK-12 educators
an unparalleled, free gateway to thousands of media-centric educational
resources. With content sourced from PBS member stations and esteemed
partners, PBS LearningMedia delivers a rich mix of national and locally relevant
content — including videos, interactive lessons, teaching tips, and primary

sources — that elevate classroom teaching and learning. Notably, a recent

study by the American Historical Association highlights: PBS LearningMedia
was chosen by the most history teachers — an overwhelming 79% — as their
primary source of free, high-quality educational materials, underscoring its

significant impact in classrooms across the nation.


http://www.pbslearningmedia.org
https://www.historians.org/teaching-learning/k-12-education/american-lesson-plan/
https://www.historians.org/teaching-learning/k-12-education/american-lesson-plan/

R E A C H The number of PBS LearningMedia users has increased compared to the last school year despite a
crowded EdTech market competing for classroom time and attention. LearnPlatform’s EdTech Top 40

2023-2024 report recognized PBS as a top resource for classrooms and educators.

17 M TOM’ 1.7M 6.3M

Avg. Users Avg. Pageviews

Total Users Total Pageviews Per Month Per Month

*These numbers represent combined pageviews for all resources, including Interactive Lessons, across PBS LearningMedia. We measure the school year
from August 1through June 30.

USERS BY DEVICE ( How Users Get to PBS LearningMedia |
13M
Google Search 8.2M
Direct Link 5M
Google Classroom 1.2M
Facebook 340.4K
Google Docs 330.2K
Email 243.1K
Clever 193.3K
Mobile Facebook 142.4K
Bing Search 106K
Tablet Mobile Desktop \_ Nearpod 103.6K )
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https://www.instructure.com/edtech-top40
https://www.instructure.com/edtech-top40

ENGAGEMENT

179.6K

Times resources
were shared to Google
Classroom

1.2M

Users referred to
PBS LearningMedia from
Google Classroom

1.4M

Clicks on Classroom
Support materials
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110./M

Total number of streams

480.2M

Total viewing time in minutes

LMS Referrals

4 N
LMS Users
Google Classroom 1.2M
Schoology 275.8K
Canvas 71.8K
Other LMS 321K
Blackboard (Anthology) 20.4K
Brightspace 13.9K

q D2L 6.2K )
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INTERACTIVE LESSONS

Interactive Lessons are self-paced learning experiences that support students as they progress through a sequence of online
pages containing media (e.qg., videos, images, situations), text, and a range of learning and assessment tasks. While Interactive

Lessons make up a small percentage of the total content on PBS LearningMedia, they produce a deeper level of engagement
than any other media type on the site.

1.23M  239M  159M 1291 min.

All Users Sessions

Pageviews Avg. Session Duration
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MAKING AN IMPACT IN COMMUNITIES
WITH PBS LEARNINGMEDIA

At PBS LearningMedia, our network of contributing education producers can
see firsthand the impact their materials make in communities.

Our Producers:

* Engage with educators

* Identify, respond, and represent communities they are trying to reach
* Align content to curriculum and PBS Standards and Practices
* Inform decisions with data

» Test materials with students and teachers

In this year’s report, we highlight dynamic stories from PBS and PBS member
stations. These stories of impact illustrate the many ways producers develop
materials that are responsive to the needs of teachers and students.
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Game Changers: How a new youth-facing civics series effectively centers
students and their communities

TING
RIGHTS

The Approach

GBH Education uses an “Equity Compass”
to guide and develop new content and
programs by following a plan of action

to research, identify, and respond to
community needs. By including community
members in the creation, production, and
implementation of content, GBH Education
ensures that the content represents and
reflects the community they serve.

GBH Education applied the principles of
the “Equity Compass” in Game Changers,
a new youth-facing video series featuring
everyday citizens who are exercising their
Constitutional rights. The goal was to
implement an innovative iterative design
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process that allowed the team to gather
input from community members and
incorporate their feedback throughout the
development cycle.

To ensure the needs of students and
educators were fulfilled (respond), GBH
Education collaborated with the curriculum
team to shape the concept and select
stories that aligned with civics curricula.

To include community members in the
creation of the series (represent), the team
enlisted featured talent to contribute self-
shot footage that amplified their voices
and perspective. In addition, the research
team recruited a diverse group of youth
and educators to give feedback on the
pilot episode via focus groups and surveys
(include).

Why it Works

Applying the “Equity Compass” and creating
a design process to get feedback from
community members helped GBH Education
develop a storytelling approach and visual
style that they found resonates with youth
audiences.

PBS LearningMedia Annual Report August 2023 - June 2024

“It inspired me to advocate more and try to
initiate more change because | felt like | had a
voice.”

—Youth Advisory Group Member

”c‘:«

Civics Educator Advisor

Educator: Amy V. Maddox
Subject: AP US History and AP US
Government

School: Vestavia Hills High School
Location: Alabama

Visit the
resource




How Unladylike2020 inspired classroom materials that represent the diversity

of America

The Approach

WNET collaborated closely with series
producers of Unladylike2020 to create
content that applies a “windows” and
“mirrors” approach to learning. This direction
allows students to “look in” and learn

about other people’s experiences and see a
reflection of themselves in the content. All 26
video-based Unladylike2020 resources align
with grade level curriculum standards for
middle and high school social studies.

Education staff provided questions for
onscreen experts, and curriculum alignment
details to series producers, to ensure the
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videos fit seamlessly into Progressive Era
curriculum. In addition, staff had access
and feedback opportunities to script
drafts and video rough cuts. The teams
worked closely to identify primary source
documents featured in the media that
students could examine more deeply in
the classroom materials. In addition, the
series producers provided feedback on all
supporting materials developed by WNET
staff to confirm the content’s accuracy and
inclusivity language.

Why it Works
The Unladylike2020 project represents a

successful collaboration between production,
content area experts, and WNET’s Education
staff. Teams worked side by side to make

the PBS LearningMedia resources as robust
and relevant as possible for educators and
students.

The
WNET
Group

Classroom testing, Bessie
Coleman episode

Educator: Darnell Williams

Subject: English Language Arts and
Social Studies

School: Stafford Intermediate School
Location: Manahawkin, NJ

Visit the
resource
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Wisconsin Biographies brings history to life for educators and communities

The Approach

Wisconsin Biographies is a digital original
series that brings Wisconsin history to life
for learners with short, animated videos,
digital books with read-along support,
digitized primary sources, and extension
activity ideas that support academic
standards.

PBS Wisconsin's Education team developed
the collection of 20 resources to support
state curriculum, elevating stories of
important individuals in Wisconsin state
history. The team, working closely with

an advisory group of classroom teachers,
identified subject area topics to support
existing content and gaps in the curriculum
for grades 3-6. Additionally, Wisconsin
contributed five biographies to the U.S.
History collection on PBS LearningMedia.

QPBS

LearningMedia

The team used grade-specific educators and
cultural and content area experts to inform
the design of the media and classroom
materials for Wisconsin Biographies.
Members of represented communities
featured in the biographies also served in
production support roles and contributed to
every stage of the production process.

As a result, Wisconsin PBS has created
multimedia resources on PBS LearningMedia
that expands student awareness of
Wisconsin history.

Why it Works

Central to this work is PBS Wisconsin’s
commitment to forging community
partnerships and creating content

that provides equitable access to local
community-based history and culture. In the

last five years, the collection has focused on
producing stories that reflect the student
demographics of the state. Recent stories
include identities, cultures, and languages
from Hmong, Tibetan, Stockbridge-Munsee
Mohican, Muslim, and Latine communities.
Producers work with community partners
and state teachers in the design of all
resources.

QPBS Wisconsin

2024 Wisconsin
Biographies Educator
Advisor

Educator: Shannon Erickson
Subject: Library Media Technology
Specialist

School: Marquette Elementary
Location: Madison, Wisconsin

Visit the
resource
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Indigi-Genius and Sovereign Innovations exemplify why representation matters

The Approach

New Mexico PBS created two digital-first
series devoted to telling the scientific and
cultural impact of Indigenous knowledge
of the past and present. Indigenous
professionals and educators worked closely
with the team at NMPBS and drove much of
the media production and development of
classroom materials for both series.

Indigi-Genius, a series for upper elementary
and middle school audiences, covers a range
of global Indigenous topics and breaks down
the science, culture, and history. Series writer
and host Dr. Lee Francis, Pueblo and self
described “indigi-nerd,” was involved in the
production process.
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Sovereign Innovations, a series targeting
older students, highlights how Indigenous
innovation and technology has allowed
Indigenous communities to survive across
the centuries. Hosted by Cheyenne Bearfoot,
Chiricahua Apache, the show explores
various Native and Indigenous identities
across the globe to unravel stereotypes

that have diminished innovations made by
Indigenous peoples.

Why it Works

“It was critical to have Native voices driving
the content, as well as creating a series for
a wide audience,” said Ashley Rammelsberg,
Manager of Multimedia Services at NMPBS.

By centering Indigenous professionals and
voices in the production of both series, and
working with local educators, New Mexico
PBS elevated the quality of the content with
authenticity and accuracy in subject areas
and tone. As a result, NMPBS produced
richer, accurate content that helped viewers
take a “deep dive” into topics that resonated
with local and national audiences.

NM QPBS

Curriculum writer, *’
Sovereign Innovations

Educator: Felicia A. Leon

School: Tucson Unified School District
(Native American Student Services,
Southwest Education Center)
Location: Tucson, AZ

Visit the
resource
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PBS KIDS Characters Spark Art Appreciation and Imagination

“ Elements of Art

The Approach

PBS had an opportunity to partner with

two local stations, KLRN (San Antonio, TX)
and Nine PBS (St. Louis, MO), as well as two
mission-aligned organizations, the Barnes
Foundation and the Cleveland Orchestra,

to develop and field test 11 arts-themed,
bilingual lesson plans in PreK classrooms. The
lesson plans were aligned with more than
150 PBS KIDS multimedia resources including
media clips, digital games, printables, and
hands-on activities.

Education staff from KLRN and Nine PBS
recruited a diverse group of 15 PreK teachers
to participate in the 8-week co-design
project. Teachers brought the content to life
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using PBS KIDS media and favorite characters
to spark their student’s interest and support
conversations as they explored colors,

lines, shapes, and textures. The educators
offered thoughtful feedback for ways to
support student engagement through

media integration, enhance joyful learning
experiences, and strengthen school-to-home
connections. In November, PBS published the
Elements of Art collection.

Why it Works

PBS combined the power of both local

and national resources and talent to build
meaningful, teacher-informed classroom
materials in support of contextualizing PBS
KIDS content.

“The shared commitment to educational
excellence and community impact has made
this partnership particularly fruitful, fostering
a collaborative environment that enhances the
overall quality of our programming. The co-
design process with PBS KIDS has strengthened
our station’s standing as a reliable source

of educational content, fostering a deeper
connection with our audience.”

—Alex Stallings, Senior Director of Early
Learning at Nine PBS

Classroom Testing

Educator: Jennifer Rayson

Subject: PreK Educator

School: Vivian Adams Early Childhood
Center

Location: East St. Louis, IL

Visit the
resource
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Educator: JoAnn Ash
Grade: 7th

Subject: ELA

School: Indian Community
School

Location: Franklin, WI
School stats:

350 students,

100% Indigenous

Visit the
resource
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Wisconsin educator deepens students’ understanding of

tribal nations

Throughout the school year,
JoAnn Ash and her seventh grade
English Language Arts students
discussed the importance of
representation in storytelling.
Her students were refining their
research skills and putting those
skills to use on creative projects.

JoAnn participated in the PBS
LearningMedia classroom testing
program, designed to test and
improve the efficacy of materials
developed for classroom use.
JoAnn taught the lesson “Native
Americans Who Are Changing the
World” to her class. The lesson,
written by First Nations educator
Odia Wood-Krueger, provided

rich fodder for JoAnn’s students

to build connections between
their coursework and their lives,
expanding their understanding of
contemporary Native American
life. Students could see other
young people that look like

them engaged in unique cultural
experiences that are very different
from their own.

While teaching the lesson, JoAnn
stopped the videos frequently to
highlight specific moments and
check student understanding.
She was struck by the quality of
the video clips, which are focused
and succinct; more manageable
and engaging than showing a

complete documentary to her
students.

It was interesting
because all of our students
are Native American. They
could name all of the tribal
nations in our area, but
they only could name two
other nations from outside
of Wisconsin. By the end of
the video clips, they had a
better understanding of just
how many tribal nations are
in the U.S.

— JoAnn

PBS LearningMedia Annual Report August 2023 - June 2024



Educator: Shelly Bautista
Grade: 2nd

School: Carson Street
Elementary STEAM Academy
Location: Carson, CA

School stats:

622 students,

59% Latino,

18% Filipino,

8% African American,
2.4% Pacific Islander,
2% White

Visit the
resource
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As part of a literacy lesson on
persuasive language, educator
Shelly Bautista started with a
question all of her students could
relate to: “Have you ever wanted
to do something, but your parents
said no?” They were eager to
share their experiences.

Watching with a Purpose

How might students ask their
parents for permission differently
if they could go back in time? She
gave them the printable “Watch

with a Purpose” wristband to
color and wear, with the essential
question they could refer to while
viewing “Tyler’s Sister Shana.”

Unpacking the Learning

Shelly paused the clip each time
Shana used a persuasive strategy.
“Since the video laid out the
strategies in chunks, it was easy
to pause without interrupting
the learning flow.” She had
students come up to the front

of the classroom and add to a
strategies chart. This helped them
comprehend and unpack the
different approaches.

Practicing New Skills

Once students saw how Shana
successfully persuaded her dad,
they had a chance to role play
how they would redo their own
situation. She gave the class time
to reflect and use hand signals
to show whether they agreed or

PBS LearningMedia Annual Report August 2023 - June 2024

PBS California educator strengthens classroom
(ALY communication with literacy series, Tiny Time Travel

Persuasion isn’t just

about winning debates —
it'’s about fostering a deeper
understanding, finding
common ground, and
effectively communicating
ideas that could work for
everyone. It’s a skill that
helps build a stronger
classroom community,
and Tiny Time Travel was a
perfect jumping off point.
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